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Bella was born on February 2, 1922. Her parents, Akiva and Hanna
Tereshkevich had 4 children: Luba, Bella, Yakov and Anshel. Reb Akiva was a
business-owner and had a matzot factory and sold flour. My gandmother says
he was a cohen, fasted on Mondays and Thursdays, he had something with all
the stones, and would read from the Torah which they had an old book and an
Aron Kodesh at home. Hanna (who was born in Nova-vizva) was a clever
home-maker who raised the children, cared for her animals, horses, cows,
chickens, and the home, and the community, being involved with helping out
those in need. During the war Bella ran away from Kovel on the day the
Germans came to Kovel, and bombs were falling near the train station. Her
family refused to leave the meshek bayit. Bella was the only survivor from her
family in Kovel. She took a train to Russia, lived in several cities, and met her
husband, Natan Sherman, in Gorky. They later moved to Vilna, where they
gave birth to 3 children, Eli, Akiva, and Yakov Sherman. Bella and Natan visited
Kovel in 1946 or 7. Her house was no longer there- the wood was stripped
down and used as heating for fire by the neighbors. A few remanants of books
were in the soil. She and Natan went to the old synagogue, and someone let
them in. There, they saw the writings on the wall of those who were last there.
Their neighbor, Shurka, told them that on the eve of Yom Kippur 1942, the
Germans gathered up the Jews, brought them to Bachova to a whole in the
ground in the shape of the letter 'daled’, and shot everyone. Shurka was
serving them soup in the silverware of Bella's mom, they were monogrammed
by H.T. Hanna Tereshkevich. The neighbors took over what her household
contained and Bella couldn't take being there. She left. They immigrated to
Israel in 1957, lived in a maabara in Ako for 2 years, then Bnei Brak for about
25 years, and finally in Ramat Gan for 25 years. Bella was a feisty woman, a
fierce protector of her children, who worked tirelessly in harsh conditions so
that they would have a better life. She worked as a cook in Israel, in 2 or 3
jobs, (one of them is Cafe Batya in Tel Aviv) saving every penny for her children
to have a better life than the one she had. She was the pillar of the family, the
one who pushed everyone forward, and there was no task that she could not
accomplish. Her spirit was one of the strongest I have ever known. She had a
yiddishe wisdom about her, full of proverbs and wordy pearls to share with her
family to cheer them on and connect with what they were going through. Bella
was a giver and an energetic woman, waking up early, working outside, inside
the home, helping anyone she could so they would have an easier life, and

feeding everyone. When she lived in Bnei Brak, a man came and put his 90 year
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old father in the apartment next door to hers, and left. She took control, fed
this man, bathed him, took him to beit knesset to pray in holidays, for no pay,
until he died, 2-3 years later. She helped out new immigrants by connecting
them with work, convincing people to employ them. She fought for people's
well being, her children, grandchildren, neighbors, and immigrants. We will
miss her strong spirit, and are in much appreciation of everything she has been
through for us, so that we could have an easier time in life. We love her and
miss her.

Thank you. Kineret
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In a military garrison close to the Palace of culture, we found many
tombstones. The soviets used them in way to build lanes. Now they are
building an hotel on the place of the military garrison and the workers found
tombstones under the lanes. | spoke with the head of the building site. He
promised me to keep for a while the tombstones but we have to find a place
to put them!

| spoke to somebody of the VAAD but | don't have any answer for the
moment. May be we have to contact Yad Vashem?

| would like to have your opinion.
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29 May 2013
To: The Hon. Mayor of Kovel
Esteemed Members of the City Council
Re: The project to erect a memorial on the site of the old Jewish Cemetery of Kovel
Dear Sirs,
The old Jewish Cemetery was used by the Jews of Kovel until the Second World War
(late June 1941), at its location at the end of Wladimirska Street in town. At present, the
site is occupied by the Municipal Cultural Auditorium and Park.
On this site, over 1,000 Jews of Kovel were murdered during the summer and fall of 1942
by the Nazis — one thousand men, women, old people, children and infants.
These Jews were concentrated and taken from the Great Synagogue in Kovel to the site of
the Jewish Cemetery.
At present there is no trace or memorial plaque on the site, no marker of the mass murder
of the Jews of Kovel who were killed and buried there.
We, the Israeli Organization of the Jews of Kovel and its Surroundings, now represent the
vast majority of the descendants of the Jews of Kovel who are now living in places
around the world. We would very much appreciate if the Municipality would allocate a
proper site for commemoration, enabling us to erect a memorial statue composed of the
pieces of shattered stones discovered (and more remain to be discovered) in the former
military barracks and bases adjacent to the old cemetery.
Our organization has a representative in the city of Lutsk, Mr. Sergei A. Shvardovsky.
His address is:
6, Khmelnitsky Str. B
Lutsk
Volyn Region 43025
UKRAINE
Please assist our representative and set aside a suitable area of ground near the Culture
Auditorium, on the site of the former Jewish Cemetery which was desecrated.
We would appreciate any assistance you can provide to our representative in transporting
the broken tombstones to the site to enable us to erect a memorial to the Jews of Kovel
who are no more...
Yours sincerely,
The Board of Directors of the Israeli Organization of the Jews of Kovel and its
Surroundings

Adv. Mali Wroclavsky, Yehoram Wolk, Zvi Raz
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