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Kmita, Mikolaj
Kmita, Karolina

In July 1942, Sara Gewircman, born in 1921, escaped
from the Kowel ghetto in the Volhynia district. After
wandering through villages and fields, she reached Boza
Darowlka, a small village near the village of Holoby,
where she knocked on the door of Elza Kmita, a former

friend of hers. Since Kmita had no room for ‘Ii‘_rcman
» ¥ -
in her tiny cottage, Karolina, Elza’s ~in-law,

offered to put Gewircman up in her home in nearby
Holoby. Mikolaj, Karolina’s husband, took Gewircman
by wagon to her new hiding place, where she was passed
off as a relarive. In November 1942, when rumor spread

that Jews were hiding in the villages, the Germans raided

Holoby and conducted a thorough search of all homes.

Despite pressure, by one family in particular, to ger rid
of Gewircman, the Kmitas did not succumb but rather
prepared a well-concealed underground shelter for her
in a field, where they continued to feed and clothe
her. After the immediate danger was over, Gewircman
returned to the Kmitas' farm, where she hid in the loft
of the cowshed. This time, the Kmitas kept her presence
secrer even from their relatives. Gewircman stayed with
the Kmitas unril the summer of 1944, when the area was
liberated. After the war she immigrated to Israel while
the Kmitas moved to Gdynia in Pomerania.

On February 28, 1967, Yad Vashem recognized Karolina
and Mikolaj Kmita as Righteous Among the Nations,
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Szymkicwicz, Wladyslaw 807

Szymkiewicz, Maria

For many years before the war, Wladyslaw and Maria
Szymkiewicz, residents of the town of Kowel in the
Volhynia district, were friendly with their neighbors
the Zyskinds. During the brutal Aktionen perpetrated
by the Germans and Ukrainian nationalists against the
Jews of the town in 1941, Augusta Zyskind fled from the
ghetto after having lost her parents and brother in the
pogroms. Zyskind made her way to the home of the
Szymkiewiczes, who gave her a warm reception and hid
her in the artic. However, since Szymkiewicz and his son
were underground activists who were themselves under
suspicion, it was not safe for Zyskind to stay with them.
Even under these seemingly desperate circumstances,
Maria Szymkiewicz did not panic but with great re-
sourcefulness and courage, obtained Aryan papers for
her charge in the name of a Ukrainian girl and found
people to escort her to Warsaw in return for payment in
gold coins. In Warsaw, Zyskind found work as a maid
under an assumed identity and, by adhering to the reli-
glous customs Maria had raugh her, managed to conceal
her true identity. After the many hardships accompany-
ing the Warsaw Uprising in August 1944, Zyskind left
Warsaw and, in January 1945, was liberated. Wladyslaw
Szymkiewicz was arrested by the Gestapo and execurted
for his underground activities and the Szymkiewiczes
son fell fighting with the partisans. After the war, Zys-
kind emigrated to the United Srates, where she kepr up
a correspondence with her saviors’ daughter, who moved
to an area within Poland’s postwar borders.

On September 23, 1997, Yad Vashem recognized Maria

" and Wiadyslaw Szymhkiewicz as Righteous Among the

Nations.
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Woloszynska, Jozefa 894

@uring the war, Jozefa Woloszynska lived with her

family in Kowel, Volhynia. The family had moved to

Kowel in 1933 when Jozefa’s husband took a job in the

local post office. During the occupation, the Woloszyn-
skis’ house was close to the gherto. In July 1942, when

an Aktion began in the ghetto, Bronia Eckhaus, along

with her one-year-old son, hid in a hideour on a roof

together with a dozen or so other Jews. At nightfall,

Bronia climbed down from the roof with her son and

they hid for a few days in a ransacked, empty house,
When she thought that the Aktion was over, she left
the hideout. She then went into a church where she

met a priest who fed her and advised her to look for
shelter in the neighboring villages. He even gave her
names of Polish and Ukrainian villages. Bronia took
his advice and wandered from village to village carrying
the child in her arms uniil she arrived in the village of
Elizarow. There, she met a woman from Kowel, Josefa
Woloszynska, who had come there to buy food. Jozefa
immediately recognized that Bronia was Jewish. She

gave Bronia her address in Kowel and Bronia came there
a few times whenever her situation became desperate.
She was always warmly received and Jozefa always fed
her and offered her advice. In March 1943 Jozefa had
a heart to heart talk with Bronia and told her thar the
Germans were beginning to withdraw and thar the Rus-
sians were getting closer. She advised her not to give up
and return to the villages. She then gave her food and
a coat for the child — taken from her own young child.
Jozefa walked with the fugitive for a few kilometers and
wished her well. “She gave me hope, courage and belief
in the future,” recalled Bronia.

On Mareh 4, 1085, Yad Vashem recognized Jozefa Wolo-
szynska as Righteous Among the Nations.
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